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FAR EAST. USSR FLOUNDER INDUSTRY TO BE PUSHED

P. A. Moiseyev

Until recently fishing in the Far Esst was carried out mostly in cnastal
wate~s and &8 a result the majority of the catch was cbtained with statlonary
equipment, Selmon &ni gpawning herring were “hs wain objectives of coastal

f£ishing and iu 1347 - 1648 comprised 70 percent <f lhe otel fish zatch.

..

In 1947 and 1948, ice floes filled the coastal strip of the eastern shore
_of Kemchatka which male it impossible to set up seines. Thus, the catch
L during the spawning runs had to be abandcned. The melting snow on the benks
* . of the Okuotsk and Ayan Rivers caused floods in the valleye of these rivers in
1947. This facilisated the catch of herring because of the wide areas of shallow
water.

Finally, ‘i‘requént storms on the shores of Eamchatka, Kurile Islends, and
western Sakhalin make the catch extremely aifricult with the use of fizsd
seines, sometimes tsaring them off at the very moment that the fish are to be
removed.

The 1948 catches were very 300d in some areas. Two million ceactners of mintay
were taken from Koreyasikiy Gulf (Broutona) in 3 months, the catch per trawler
reaching 17,000 - £0,000 centasro.

The flounder banks off the northern coast of Tatarskiy Strait are only a
short distance from Sovetskaya Gavan', a large port serviced by railroad
commmnications. The potential flounder catch there 1s more than 100,000

e centnsrs annually. The average catches per trawler are much higher in this
vicinity than in southern Primorekly Kxay. The catch by lines alone runse
as high as 90 - 120 centners.
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"'of cod have been caught here. Fosearch Lds show ‘thet the -concentration of flounder |
‘18 particularly high in "theve_xitr»:-,me aoutheaat. shoals durlng the winter. . .
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In some years, up to 170,000 centnevs <% Ilouider and - up to 290,000 centners

Thers is-also a. grest damount: of flounder and cod on theé-eduthern banks of
the Rurile Islands. ' An’exceptionally lerge’ smount. of £lounder, -ccd, halibut ‘and
other pottcm fish:are found ‘on. the:banks. of ‘Kemchatka and the reighboring.
banks of the Kurile Islands: The lirge atres of ahallow vater maked it 1denl as

" gpavning grounds. -
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Tt is. imposeitle to overestimate the: volime' of poseible catch in- the. com:

' pletely untouched reserves o1 Kamchatks flounder. Up to & .millioy:centners. of
‘. large flounder; . averaging from 420" %o 1,000 . grams ,; and . sometiuse reachlng

more ttan 3 kilograms, cen be caught with' very _smll'expenlditure”ofrﬁghmg

““time. The conéentration 18 such that, during the winter, the trawler can- take

a full load of 2,000 = 2,500 centners in the course of; 48 hours, and ‘scmetimes
only 36 houre of fishing.-In no other region in:the world doss: such mass con-
centration sxist. A similer situation ‘preveils during the winter for: combines
of western Kamchatkn and northern Kurils Islands neer Petropeviovak. :

The Bering Sea hag been-little exploited but; actording to knowledgs tiva

" gar obtained, there 8.8 wealth of .cod;: see yorsh. of the perch family, mintay,

flounder, and other bottam fish. It can: sefely be said that this.body of walor

can. ssngraa an sctive rishing avea for & lapge trawler fleet.
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A conslderably amount OI ilounder and 336 are found on the banks of Sal:h'alin‘




